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A Study on the Celestial Phenomena and Chronology
Recorded in the Ancient Text and the Modern Text of

the Bamboo Annals

ZHANG Jian ZHANG Pei-yu
(Purple Mountain Observatory, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Nanjing 210008)

ABSTRACT The Bamboo Annals is the history book unearthed by West Jin Dynasty in

the tomb of Wei King of the third century BC, It recorded a lot of chronology and historical

facts of the Xia Shang Zhou period, but the Bamboo Annals gradually lost during 12 or 13

century. Today there are two sorts of the Bamboo Annals we can read, one is the Ancient

Text of the Bamboo Annals compiled by the modern scholars, the other is an entire book

called the Modern Text of the Bamboo Annals. The latter was probably found by Yuan

or Ming Dynasty. The Modern Text of the Bamboo Annals is different from the Ancient

Text on the writing and contents, more of celestial phenomena are recorded to the Modern

Text of the Bamboo Annals than to the Ancient Text. It is discussed in this paper that the

celestial phenomena and chronology are recorded in the Bamboo Annals, the results show

that these celestial phenomena of the Modern Text of the Bamboo Annals are not original

records unearthed by West Jin Dynasty in the tomb of Wei King of the third century BC,

but were supplemented by the scholars of Song and Yuan Dynasties.

Key words celestial mechanics, astrometry, history of astronomy, solar eclipses, planets


