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Fig.1 (a) Relation of differential magnitude values and zenith angles. The asterisk, diamond, and plus
signs represent the star magnitudes of Yale catalogue, the star magnitudes of photometry result, and the
magnitude differences of stars, respectively. The solid line shows the fitting result of the magnitude
differences of stars, the dashed line shows the magnitude differences at zenith point. (b) The fitting result
of atmospheric extinction changed with time. The triangle and square show the difference of magnitude

zero and the coefficient of atmospheric extinction, respectively.
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Fig.2 The real coordinates of bright stars with “x” and the fitting coordinates of counterparts with “+4”
plotted in the image. Asterisk is the position of zenith, the circle of zenith angle is 75 degree, the acute

angle, 6,g, shows the offset angle relative to the north point.
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Fig.3 Relation of the fitting positions (A, R) of reference stars in the image and the horizontal
coordinates (Ao, z) of the counterparts in the Yale catalogue. (a) Radii of stars from zenith point versus
zenith angles and their difference values; (b) Azimuth angles of stars from azimuth point of image versus

azimuth angles and their difference values.
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Fig.4 The positions of bright stars showed with “+” in the image, the circle is z = 80°.
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Fig.5 The floating of magnitude difference interpolated from bright stars of one image and 21 images

showed in (a) and (b), respectively.
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Fig.6 The distribution of A¢jouq from one of 21 images. The solid line shows the result of gauss fitting,

the dashed line shows the threshold value 30 = 1.11.
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Table 1 The result of image testing

Image type Niotal Nphot Pphot Ngood Pgood Peloua
Clear night 578 449 0.777 432 0.747  -0.020
Icy lens 456 267 0.586 66 0.145 0.802
Part of cloud 564 341 0.605 244 0.433 0.410
Full of cloud 507 143 0.282 16 0.032 0.957
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Fig.7 (a) The standard image and images with (b) icy lens, (c) part of cloud, and (d) full of cloud. The

signs of plus show the bright stars met the threshold value.
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Fig.8 The standard probability of clear night and cloud cover of three kinds of image versus the threshold

value. Times sign and error bar show the standard probability and error. The symbols of asterisk,

diamond and triangle show the cloud cover of image with ice, part of cloud, and full of cloud, respectively.
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A Method to Measure Cloudiness of All-sky Images in
No-moon Nights
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(1 National Astronomical Observatories, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100012)
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ABsTrRACT The site quality of astronomical observatory critically depends on cloud cov-
erage, and the measurement of cloudiness is particularly important for selecting a telescope
site. In recent site testing work, all-sky camera is widely employed to detect cloud. Due to
the impact of moon light, the measurements of cloudiness of all-sky images are considered
to be divided into two categories, no-moon nights and moonlit nights.

The method is described in this paper to deal with all-sky images in no-moon nights.
By identifying the positions of bright reference stars and making photometry for a set of
all-sky images in clear nights, we can set up a reference image with median smoothing of the
differential magnitude values. The standard image can be taken as the threshold for clear
nights, and the detectivity of stars in other images can be utilize to reveal cloud coverage.
Three types of all-sky images, icy lens, part of cloud, and full of cloud, are selected to check
up the method, and the effect of threshold determination on cloud estimates is discussed.
Finally, the limitation and uncertainty of the method are discussed.

Key words site testing, techniques: image processing, methods: data analysis



